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Where is the Chattooga River?  

Legend 

CNPS Maps  
There are two types of CNPS maps; road maps and 

topographical maps. The topographical maps are largely free of text 
and labels in order to keep them uncluttered. In this way the road 
maps can be used as a key or guide to the topographical maps. 
North is always straight up on all CNPS maps; no compass rose 
needed. The maps were made from U.S. Geological Survey 
quadrangle maps, tracks from GPS units, plotting with a compass 

and altimeter and plain guessing. Many of the finer details such as 
sq`hk rvhsbga`bjr `qdm´s `kv`xr rgnvm. Tgdqd hr rnld `ssdlos sn 
show the type of trail (well developed, wide, narrow, poorly defined, 
etc.) with dotted, dashed, single or double lines. Well established 
trails or well known trails such as the Bartram Trail are drawn as 
heavy colored lines with white dots. Other trails are simply red 
dotted lines of various thickness. Very fine red dotted lines may or 

may not be trails; many of these are copied from Forest Service 
l`or `mc g`udm´s addm udqhehdc. A sghm fq`x- filled double solid line 
is used for what might be called a 4WD (4 wheel drive), ATV (all 
terrain vehicle) trail or jeep trail. These are most often old logging 
qn`cr. Is cndrm´s ld`m sg`s sgdrd sq`hkr g`ud addm cdrhfm`sdc `r 
4WD, only that it seems possible that this could be a 4WD trail. If 
hs´r nauhntr ` sq`hk hr adhmf trdc `r ` 4WD nq ATV sq`hk hs lhfgs ad 

labeled as such on the map. Private property shown on the maps 
are approximations only, may be out of date and not accurately 
represent true property lines. There is a tiny campsite symbol. Of course there are many more campsites than shown on the maps but 
this symbol would indicate a well established site with a fire ring. The Eastern Continental Divide appears on some of these maps. The 
Continental Divide in our area is the divide between the Savannah River drainage which flows into the Atlantic and the Tennessee River 
drainage which flows into the Gulf of Mexico. It defines the northwestern limit of the Chattooga watershed. 
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About this booklet  
This booklet is for day- hikers or those that simply want to 

visit scenic and interesting places in the Chattooga River area. It 
mostly just tells you how to get to a place you want to visit. 
Originally this was a list of places of interest for naturalists and 
wildflower enthusiasts so some of these destinations may be of 
little interest to some;  read about the asterisk page 7*. The list 
now includes hikes in general, waterfall, wildflower and river hikes. 

²Our Area³ 

What is Our Area? The Chattooga Native Plant Society is 
primarily concerned with a certain geographical area referred to in 
sghr sdws `r ±ntq `qd`². Tghr `qd` enqlr ` ohd- segment- shaped 
piece of the southern Appalachian rim with a total area of about 
300 square miles. There are four major areas lumped together; 

1. The entire Chattooga River watershed including the Tugaloo 
Reservoir area. 

2. The Chauga River watershed upstream of Cobb Bridge. 
3. The Battle Creek and Brasstown Creek watersheds. 
4. Tallulah Gorge. 

Whiteside Mountain at 4,930 feet is our highest peak. Our 
lowest elevation is at the confluence of Brasstown Creek and 
Tugaloo River, below 680 feet, a difference of about 4,250 feet. 
The protected Chattooga River corridor is about 57 river miles. 
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Available maps  

State highway maps (Georgia, North Carolina and South 
Carolina) like the ones sold at filling stations and convenience 
stores are handy if you are unfamiliar with our area. Some county 
maps are sold at convenience stores and sporting goods stores. 

U.S. Geological Survey quadrangle maps are often the first choice 
enq l`mx ghjdqr. Tgd l`o, qhfgsÉ, rgnvr sgd Cntmshdr `mc 
quadrangle maps that cover our area. Quadrangle boundaries are 
also shown on most of the CNPS maps in this booklet. Standard 
quadrangle maps are sold by some outfitters or they can be 
ordered directly from the USGS website. There are many maps 

that can be useful for exploring our specific area. Available maps 
vary from rough freehand sketches found in paperback hiking 
guides to highly detailed topographical maps, aerial and satellite 
photographs. The internet might be the best place to find the 
specific map you are looking for. There are a number of hiking 
clubs that offer maps with details and instructions for specific 
hikes. Many of these sites allow hikers to post written accounts 

and photographs and include colorful anecdotes and concise 
information about trail and campsite conditions, scenic views, flora 
and their personal opinion or rating of a particular hike. If you 
prefer hiking without the bother of a map you can join a hiking 
club. Find one that has skilled and responsible leaders that have 
well planned hikes and a thourough knowledge of the area. 

The Chattooga Native Plant Society  maps in this booklet 
are probably as good for our area as you can find anywhere. 

Engraved rock at the Bull Sluice parking lot. 
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Hiking  
On May 10, 1974 congress designated the Chattooga River 

` edcdq`kkx oqnsdbsdc ±Whkc `mc Sbdmhb Rhudq². Tgd rsqhbsdrs 
protection is within what is known as the Chattooga River 
corridor. This corridor includes the river and one quarter mile of 

land on either side of the river. Hunting, development and travel 
by motorized vehicles is prohibited within the corridor. When you 
hike in our area you will sometimes see a sign at this river corridor 
boundary. Fortunately, much of our area is also within the 
boundaries of the three National Forests; Nantahala National Forest 
in North Carolina, Chattahoochee National Forest in Georgia and 
Sumter National Forest in South Carolina. While logging and pine 

farming is practiced throughout our National Forests it is 
prohibited within the river corridor. Most of the hiking and 
camping rules are already understood by most hikers; things like 
building fires, littering and using the bathroom in the woods. 
There are plenty of rules posted by the Forest Service at 
numerous places throughout our area. Checking these boards for 

updated information is a good idea. 
Many Forest Service roads and official trails are marked 

with a Carsonite sign. The signs are about 3.5 inches wide, 3 feet 
tall, brown fiberglass composite material marketed by Carsonite 
International. Because the signs are brown and small they can be 
difficult to spot, especially while driving. However, this design is a 
pretty good choice since it has minimal impact on the scenery. 

The Forest Service does seem to have trouble squeezing their 

abbreviations onto them.  Many of our roads and trails are marked 
vhsg rtqudxnq´r s`od ne u`qhntr bnknqr. Fnqdrs Sdquhbd dloknxddr, 
hunters and hikers tie the tape to shrubs and trees to designate 

points that are of interest to them. Removing tape that has fallen 
to the ground is good but removing tape that is still tied to trees 
and limbs is a decision one needs to make for themselves. 
Removing litter as you hike is a great idea but some areas would 
require excessive effort that would turn a hike into a cleanup. I 
applaud those willing to take out litter and hold nothing against 
those that choose not to. For those that knowingly litter I have 

mnsghmf fnnc sn r`x. Mxk`q a`kknnm qdl`hmr eqnl rn b`kkdc ±a`kknnm 
qdkd`rdr² `qd bnllnm hm ntq enqdrsr. Wd `kk khssdq ax `bbhcdms nm 
occasion so we can all do better. 

Hikes in this booklet are for day- hikers. This means an 
nudqmhfgs ghjd hrm´s qdpthqdc sn bnlokdsd sgd ghjd. Otq `qd` hr 
within the transition zone between the piedmont and the Blue 
Ridge Mountains. Throughout our area there are steep ridges, deep 

sghbjkx udfds`sdc bnudr `mc qnbjx qhudqr `mc rsqd`lr. Is´r addm 
said that, in this kind of country, day - hikes are best when they 
cnm´s dwbddc dhfgs lhkdr hm sns`k kdmfsg. Tg`s rntmcr khjd ` fnnc 
reasonable guide line although when we have optimal weather and 
trail conditions 10 or 12 miles is reasonable. Hikers hike for 
cheedqdms qd`rnmr; sgdqd´r trt`kkx ` fn`k. Tgnrd knnjhmf enq dwdqbhrd 
might hike at a fast pace and time the hike to measure their 

speed. Others simply want to view a waterfall, reach a mountain 
summit or take a leisurely walk in the forest. 

Directions to locations are 
given from key points such as 
bridges and intersections shown on 
the "Our Area" map, page 8. 
Coordinates for streams are for the 

confluence of that stream with a 
major stream or the river unless 
otherwise stated. Some coordinates 
such as cliff areas, ridges and 
gorges, are for the general area. 
Coordinates for Forest Service roads 
and trails are for the beginning of 

the road or trail (trailhead). There are 
numerous formats for writing 
coordinates. A common format for 
GPS bnnqchm`sdr hr N 34  45.924', W 
83  12.630'. G`qlhm GPS rnesv`qd 
uses a simplified format; N34 

45.924 W83 12.630. The degree 
and minute symbols are just 
assumed. To reduce errors the 
Garmin coordinates are transferred  

Motorized vehicles are not allowed in the river corridor. 

Older Forest Service sign Carsonite signs 
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to a computer, then copied and pasted into word processing 
documents. You can also paste these coordinates into Internet 
maps searches or Garmin software. Most GPS software will accept 
and convert these coordinates to the format you prefer. My GPS 

software gives distances in feet but when the distance surpasses 

528 feet (0.1 mile) it rounds the distance down  to 0.1 mile. I 
could look at the track properties and add up the feet in each leg 
ats sg`s´r mns oq`bshb`k. Dhrs`mbdr hm lhkdr hm sghr fthcd rgntkc ad 
accurate to much less than one tenth of a mile. 

If you hike a lot in our area one thing you will quickly notice 
is the overabundance of trails and old logging roads. Care must be 
taken not to disturb the soil or damage the vegetation when hiking 
off the trail. Great care must also be taken when approaching cliff 

areas from the top. Dangerous slopes that deceptively increase in 
steepness as you travel downward are common in our area. A rope 
can be handy when exploring or navigating areas with small 
vertical drops or steep slopes with fragile soil that might otherwise 
take some time to go around. You can loop a rope around a tree 
and walk it down the slope. 

Names and stuff. There is much variability in the way 
proper names are written. There is a natural tendency to include 
sgd `onrsqnogd hm m`ldr khjd Stssnm´r Hnkd. Ie xnt bgdbj xntq 
chbshnm`qx xnt vhkk ehmc sg`s sgd `onrsqnogd hrm´s trdc hm oqnodq 
m`ldr. Stssnm´r Hnkd adbnldr Stssnmr Hnkd. Pqnodq m`ldr `qd 
often the combination of two or more words like Fishtrap or 
Spoonauger. I usually try to just go with the flow and use the more 

often seen name or the one I like. 

Some hiking terms that might be in the text -  

bushwhack, bushwhacking ; hiking off the trail.  

contouring ; hiking along a contour line more or less 
maintaining the same elevation. 

contouring up, contouring down ; hiking along a contour line 
but angling slightly upward or downward. 

cove; a ravine, valley, gorge, canyon or gully formed by a 
stream or even a small drainage or any indentation of 
a contour line that resembles a cove. These contour 
line indentations are called crenulations by at least 
one botanist. Taking notice of these crenulations can 
often be very useful in determining your location 

when using a printed topographical map. 

grotto ; overhanging cliff area, rockhouse -  can be very small 
to very large. 

Rhododendron thicket ; very thick vegetation, can be 
Mountain Laurel, a mix or other species. 

river left, river right ; river left is the left bank of the river 
looking downstream, river right, the right bank 
looking downstream. Also used for streams, coves or 
drainages of any size. 

tank trap ; a deep hole often preceded or followed by a 
mound of dirt blocking a trail. This is an effort by the 
Forest Service to block motorized traffic.  

Finally*  
What does that asterisk mean? In the past, some hikers not 

interested in native plants or plants in general for that matter, 
decided to hike to some of the locations in this guide. They were 
very disappointed when the locations turned out to be less than 

scenic. They had mistakenly decided that this list of locations was 
a compilation of great 'Must Do' scenic hikes. Not so -  the list 
began as a list of locations for plant species listed in the Chattooga 

Native Plant Society plant list. Locations that have an asterisk (*) 
are locations that could be of interest to naturalists, botanists and 
wildflower enthusiasts. Plants that are special, rare or uncommon 
for our area might be found in these locations. A list of plants 
recorded at that location is included in some of these accounts. 

Tghr cndrm´s ld`m `kk sgd ok`msr khrsdc `qd sgdqd, nmkx sg`s sgdx 
have been recorded there in the past. 

Signs like this are common along many of the trails in our area. 

 Botanist Dr. Chas Zartman examining bryophytes at the Walking Fern 
covered bluffs in the botanically rich coves of lower Panther Creek. 
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North Carolina  
The Chattooga River begins its journey in the rich mountain coves of the Highlands and Cashiers area. At an elevation of 4,118 

feet, Highlands is the highest incorporated town east of the Rockies. The entire area is very scenic. These first four locations are all on 
the Cullasaja River just north of our area. Yes, the map below is redundant; a crop from the map on page 8 but with more detail. 

Highlands Cashiers Map 

Kalakaleskies  
Dnm´s jmnv vgdqd sghr m`ld b`ld eqnl nq vg`s hs ld`mr ats hs 

refers to the series of waterfalls right after the Cullasaja River leaves the 
Lake Sequoyah dam (N35 04.049 W83 13.508). When you drive west from 

Hhfgk`mcr nm Hhfgv`x 64 xnt´kk rnnm mnshbd ` pthds rbdmhb k`jd nm sgd kdes. 
Once you pass the lake, the highway winds downward close to and parallel 
sn sgd qhudq. Ynt´kk fds nbb`rhnm`k fkhlordr ne sgd qhudq `mc mnshbd pthsd ` 
few pull- outs and picnic areas along the way. Be very careful when 
swimming, wading or playing around the river in this area. The liitle pools 
are very refreshing but there is always another waterfall just downstream. 

Bridal Veil Falls  
(N35 04.316 W83 13.766). This scenic waterfall is only about 

2.6 miles west of downtown Highlands on Highway 64. As you drive on 
adxnmc sgd K`k`j`kdrjhdr xnt b`m´s lhrr hs nm xntq qhfgs. Tghr v`sdqe`kk hr 
`knmf ` rl`kk rsqd`l sg`s eknvr hmsn sgd Ctkk`r`i` Rhudq. Is´r trt`kkx 
somewhat wispy, drops about 60 feet from an overhanging cliff. You can 
actually drive behind the falls. Until recently the main highway went behind 

sgd e`kkr, mnv sgdqd´r ` khsskd otkk- out. Nice photo- op.  

Dry Falls  
(N35 04.083 W83 14.332). Dry Falls is only 0.8 miles past Bridal Veil Falls or about 3.4 

miles west of Highlands on Highway 64. The Cullasaja River flows over a 70 foot overhanging cliff that 
forms a grotto behind the falls. A walkway goes into the grotto behind the falls. Well worth a visit 
`ksgntfg sgd fqnssn hr `bst`kkx oqdssx vds `mc lhrsx. Tgdqd´r ` o`qjhmf `qd` gdqd sg`s hr udqx d`rx sn 
overshoot as you drive through a sharp curve along Highway 64. Keep an eye out for the Dry Falls sign 

on your left; you may need to slam on your brakes to make the turn into the parking lot. 

Cullasaja Falls  
(N35 06.991 W83 16.181). This beautiful falls is about 9.3 miles west of Highlands on 

Hhfgv`x 64. Tg`s´r `ants 5.9 lhkdr o`rs Dqx F`kkr. Tghr e`kkr cndr mns g`ud ` udqx bnmudmhdms otkk- out 
although there is enough room for one or two cars to barely get off the road. The Cullasaja Gorge is at 
its steepest in this area making almost every curve in the road a virtual cliffhanger. Driving west, a 

passenger (not the driver) will need to look down into and back up the gorge for the falls. It is possible 
sn ghjd eqnl sgd ghfgv`x cnvm sn sgd a`rd ne sgd e`kkr. Lnnj enq sgd odqrnm hm sghr ohbstqd (aktqqx). É 
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